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Assignment 67	 10 
Language Organiser	
		

A
Fill in the gaps with words from the list: atheist – badge 
– banner – carried – evoke – illustrates – lectures – 
mistreatment – popular – potent – revolting – source – 
stakes – taboos – transcend – vision.
There are two words you do not need.

Cheese and culture
On a recent summer’s day, a stench filled New Scientist’s 
London office. It smelled like sweaty feet bathed in 
vomit, or something long past its sell-by date. Soon its 
… (1) became clear: someone had returned from Paris 
with a selection of France’s finest soft cheeses. How can 
something that smells … (2) be so delicious?
	 For a start, no matter how … (3), smells can be 
ambiguous. We need more information to tell us whether 
something really is revolting or not. ‘With smell, the 
meaning is based on context much more so than with … 
(4),’ says smell researcher Rachel Herz, author of the book 
That’s Disgusting. In other words, a vomit smell in an alley 
beside a bar will immediately conjure up a mental picture 
of a disgusting source, but exactly the same aroma would 
… (5) deliciousness in a fine restaurant, she says.
	 The stinky cheese also … (6) the power of culture 
over our minds. Westerners have learned that cheese is 
a good thing to eat – a(n) … (7) of cultural distinction, 
even. This explains why rotten shark meat is a delicacy 
in Iceland, says Herz, and the liquor chicha, made from 
chewed and spat-out maize, is a(n) … (8) drink in parts 
of South America. Food choices mark out who is part of 
our group – hence the strong religious … (9) about pork 
which have endured long past the time when consuming 
it … (10) a serious risk of food poisoning.
	 The influence of culture on disgust isn’t limited to food. 
Kissing in public is seen as distasteful in India, whereas 
Brits are more revulsed by … (11) of animals. Christian 
participants in one study even experienced a sense of 
disgust when reading a passage from Richard Dawkins’s 
… (12) manifesto The God Delusion. As Herz says: ‘To a 
large extent, what is disgusting or not is in the mind of 
the beholder.’
	 Many things probably … (13) cultural influence, 
however. Using a selection of disgusting images, Valerie 
Curtis at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine discovered a universal disgust towards faeces, 
with vomit, pus, spit, and a variety of insects following 
close behind in the revulsion … (14). Delicious, these are 
not.

B
Complete the sentences, using items from the list in A.  
You may have to change their form in order for them to fit 
the sentence.

1	 This place … pleasant memories.
2	 … of animals will be heavily punished.
3	 Don’t forget to wear your name …

4	 People identify with different labels: Christian, Muslim, 
Jewish, Hindu, Scientologist, or …

5	 Journalists often cite unnamed … when they write their 
articles.

6	 To prevent people from becoming ill, all kinds of … vaccines 
have been developed.

7	 They were able to … their own suffering and help others.

Assignment 68	 20 
Writing	
		  -

Step 1
Write a tweet (280 characters max) about some foodstuff 
that you find revolting. Use at least five verbs, adjectives, or 
nouns related to revulsion from the assignments above, or 
the text in your Magazine. It may help to set up a list first so 
you have easy access to the words once you start writing. 
Also make sure that the reader really gets why you are 
revolted by this particular foodstuff.

Step 2
Now form a small group of three or four and decide which 
of your tweets you would like to take part in the competition 
for the best written text on something gross in class.

Step 3
Take a vote and decide which tweet best meets the two 
criteria: (1) convincing and (2) containing at least five words 
indicating revulsion. 
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Assignment 69	 5 
Pre-reading	
		  -

An eco-hypocrite is someone who never wastes an 
opportunity to tell the rest of us how the world is going 
to hell thanks to inappropriately disposed batteries and 
energy-sucking light bulbs, while often breaking eco-rules 
themselves. 

Work with two or three fellow students. Ask each other to 
answer the question Are you an eco-hypocrite (sometimes)? 
Challenge each other’s answers by asking why or why not. 

Assignment 70	 10 
Language Organiser	
		

A 
Look up the following words in an English–Dutch dictionary 
and write down their meanings.
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7	 According to Dr Gail Bradbrook in lines 108-131, 
environmentalists …

	 A	� should always try to push their ecological integrity even 
further.

	 B	� suffer from a lot of stress because of their personal 
choices.

	 C	� will be criticised for their choices, regardless of what 
they do.

	 D	� with children should be given the option to slip 
occasionally.

8	 Why does Caroline Hickman mention ‘body dysmorphia’  
(ll. 151-152) in this context?

9	 According to Hickman, the constant drive for perfection  
(l. 164) …

	 A	 eventually is counterproductive.
	 B	� guarantees people to succeed in their aspirations.
	 C	 has a paralysing effect on society.
	 D	 threatens to overload people with guilt.
10	 What can be placed before ‘Anna Hughes’ (l. 172)? 
	 A	 Additionally,
	 B	 Consequently,
	 C	 In short,
	 D	 Notwithstanding,
	 E	 On the whole,

B 
Compare your answers with those of a fellow student. In 
case of differences, discuss what should be the correct 
answer on the basis of the text.

Assignment 72	 15 
Watching	
		

First, read the questions below and make sure you 
understand them. Then watch bit.ly/wr-goinggreen and 
decide whether the statements below are true or false.

1	 Lauren Singer’s zero-waste lifestyle is met by Sanjayan with 
enthusiasm.

2	 The substitution choices Lauren makes are truly simple. 
3	 The four earths are used to demonstrate the amount of 

trash created by US citizens.
4	 A bag fee in New York City would prevent 7 billion bags per 

year from entering the waste stream.
5	 Sanjayan’s home state doesn’t recycle glass because it’s too 

expensive.
6	 Governments are too strict on the contribution of 

corporations to the waste stream. 
7	 In the US, responsibility for recycling should fall upon 

consumers. 
8	 The old US glass recycling system was abolished when 

plastics came into large-scale production.
9	 The ‘Keep America Beautiful’ campaign was created by 

companies who wanted to raise public awareness about the 
trash problem.

10	 Businesses need an economic incentive to produce 
recyclable packaging.

11	 Resolving climate change predominantly requires 
government action.

1	 amnesty 	 10	 imperative
2	 castigation	 11	 inveterate
3	 conciliatory	 12	 to lambast
4	 condemnation	 13	 at loggerheads
5	 cull 	 14	 pique
6	 to dislodge	 15	 punctilious 
7	 disobedience	 16	 sanctimony 
8	 to espouse	 17	 surfeit 
9	 illustrious	 18	 to transpire

B
Complete the sentences below using the words from A. 
Make sure the words fit the grammatical context.

1	 The UK hold an annual badger … to prevent livestock from 
getting tuberculosis.

2	 After Johnson’s election victory, the EU dropped its … tone 
in the trade negotiations.

3	 Civil … is punished more harshly in China than in the 
Netherlands.

4	 The Heimlich manoeuvre … the jawbreaker from the child’s 
oesophagus. 

5	 The president’s comments on the female politician were the 
target of … from all sides.

Assignment 71	 20 
Exam Training	
		  -

A 
Individually, read ‘Are you an eco-hypocrite?’ and answer 
the questions below.
	
1	 What is the function of the example mentioned in the first 

paragraph (ll. 1-13)? It introduces ...
	 A	 Fishwick’s double standards with an anecdote.
	 B	 Fishwick’s ecological activism with an anecdote.
	 C	� the everyday threats to the environment with an 

anecdote.
	 D	 the main subject of the article with an anecdote.
2	 What does Fishwick mean with ‘When it … illustrious 

company’ (ll. 30-32)?
3	 Explain the ‘backlash’ (l. 51) in your own words. 
4	 What is the function of the paragraph from lines 63-76?  

It provides examples ...
	 A	� demonstrating Fishwick’s ecological activism. 
	 B	� of Fishwick’s ecological double standards. 
	 C	� of Fishwick’s lack of commitment to environmentalism.
	 D	 �of the eco-compromises Fishwick makes.
5	 Based on what Fishwick writes, explain in your own words 

what is meant with the ‘cult of “zerology”’ (l. 92).
6	 Which of these statements about Roger Hallam’s manifesto 

(l. 97) is / are true?
	 1	 Citizens should defy their governments to make a change. 
	 2	 Opponents of Extinction Rebellion may lose their lives.
	 A	 only A
	 B	 only B
	 C	 both A and B
	 D	 neither A nor B
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12	 California is an example of the high cost of carbon emission 
reduction.

13	 The California economy is growing despite carbon 
reduction measures.

14	 Mary Nichols of the California Air Resources Board is 
glad the Democratic party have always supported their 
initiatives. 

15	 Lauren Singer wants to teach people how to change their 
lifestyles.

16	 The greatest precondition for better policies is political 
support. 

Assignment 73	 15 
Speaking	
		  -

Together with 2-3 fellow students, discuss the following 
statements about both the text and the video. Ask for one 
another’s opinions and the reasoning behind those.

1	 What do you think of Fishwick’s confiscating a straw from a 
friend and later using one himself? Does it change anything 
for you that he lectured the friend on plastic pollution?

2	 What do you think is more important: celebrities fighting global 
warming by campaigning for awareness or celebrities fighting 
global warming by leading by example? Can it be both?

3	 Do you, like Fishwick, think planting trees to offset CO2 
emissions helps? How would you go about that?

4	 The article states ‘10% of the UK population are responsible 
for 50% of emissions – so the burden should fall less on the 
individual than the state’. Do you agree with this? And what 
about those 10%?

5	 Do you think you are directing your energy towards healthy 
engagement with the planet and your relationship with it? 
How?

6	 Do you feel the industry is producing and packaging the 
products you desire eco-friendly enough? Which products 
do best and which worst?

7	 Do you think the Netherlands should adopt a similar approach 
to California in reducing the CO2 emissions? Why (not)?

Assignment 74	 60 
Writing	
		

You are going to write a report on your own eco-hypocrisy. 
The report should be a self-assessment of the things you 
know you should still improve to reduce your ecological 
footprint – but don’t for diverse reasons. Your work should 
be between 330 and 370 words. 

A
Watch bit.ly/wr-paralinking to refresh your memory about 
how paragraphs in essays should be linked in order to 
improve the flow of an essay. Take notes on the most 
important points.

B
Now write the essay, paying special attention to paragraph 
linking.
•	 The self-assessment should start with a brief introduction 

in which you clearly state the purpose of your writing.
•	 After the introduction, describe which conscious 

decisions you take on a daily or weekly basis towards 
reducing your environmental impact, and why you think 
this is a significant contribution to the environment. 

•	 Then discuss two or three highly frequent behaviours 
of yours which you know cause significant ecological 
damage. Describe the behaviours, explain in which way 
they harm the environment, and why you don’t stop.

•	 In the next section, describe for each behaviour what 
would be a good alternative or change in your behaviour, 
and in which way this would be an improvement. 

•	 Finally, end with a conclusion in which you, based on 
the evidence you have given above, determine to which 
extent you are an eco-hypocrite.

Assignment 75	 20 
Post-writing	
		

A
Exchange your work with a fellow student. Read it and 
underline any mistakes, failures to meet the assignment, and 
any paragraphs that are not linked. Finally, think of a sincere 
compliment on your fellow student’s writing (language and 
style), and write it at the top of their work. Then hand it 
back.

B
Correct your work based on the feedback you received. 
Keep the compliment in mind when writing for your school 
exam in the final year.

Web task
Do you want to find out more about the topic of the 
article? Go to www.waspreporter.nl for a web task.

The era of bullshitting 		 pages 26-27
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Assignment 76	 5 
Pre-reading	
		  -

Before reading the article ‘The era of bullshitting’, try to 
derive as much information as possible from the title, the 
introduction in italics, and the pictures. To do this, answer 
the following questions. 
First answer the questions yourself and write down the 
answers. Then compare your answers with those of one (or 
some) of your classmates.


